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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Bilston. 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1948. 

Under  Part  III  of  the  National  Service  Act,  1946,  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Ambulance  Services  were  trans- 
ferred, on  the  5th  July,  1948,  to  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
as  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  estimated  population  of  Bilston  is  32,720  for  1948  as 
against  31,710  for  1947. 

The  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
is  20.60.  ,(See  Table  7 on  page  8). 

A general  death  rate  of  8.68  per  1,000  for  this  year  is  lower 
than  that  of  1947  which  was  11.8. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  40.06,  although  lower  than  in 
1947  (59.75),  is  still  high.  Table  8 gives  the  causes  of  death  of 
infants  under  one  year. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  grateful  thanks  for 
all  the  valuable  help  given  me  by  Councillor  R.  Abbott  over  the 
period  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee. 

I greatly  appreciate  the  support  that  was  afforded  me  by  you. 
Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  during  the  year. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  and  Officials  of  the  Corporation 
for  their  help. 

To  Mr.  Sheldon  and  all  members  of  my  Staff  I tender  my 
thanks  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C.  HALLER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STAFF 
of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Whole  Time  Officers 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

B.  C.  HALLER,  M.A.,  (Cantab.),  L.R.C.P.E.,  L.R.C.S.E., 
D.P.H.  (Camb.) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

G.  E.  S.  SHELDON,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 
Certificated  Meat  Inspector. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

J.  R.  TART,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A. 

L.  D.  ASHWORTH,  Cert.  S.I.B. , M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 
(Resigned  30th  April,  1948) 

H.  T.  HODGSON,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  A.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

J.  W.  BARBER,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  A.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 
(Appointed  1st  July,  1948) 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  N.  R.  Hawkins,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  M.R.C.N. 

Miss  M.  Parker,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  H.V.,  (R.S.I.) 

Miss  C.  Read,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Cert.  H.V.  (R.S.I.) 

Clerical  Staff  : 

Miss  M.  J.  Corbett. 

Miss  R.  P.  Sheffield. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Bright. 

Mrs.  R.  Stacey  (Transferred  to  County  Council  on 
5th  July,  1948) 

A.  Dowdeswell. 

E.  R.  Whittingham  (H.M.  Forces,  December,  1948). 

C.  J.  Pearce. 


Transferred  to 
County 
Council  on 
5th  July,  1948 


Part  Time  Officers  : 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 
JANE  A.  NAGLE,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 


Ophthalmic  Clinic  : 

H.  CAMPBELL  ORR,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.S.  (Glasgow). 

3 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 
STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA  : 


Area  1,890  acres 

Population  : 1931  Census  31,248 

Estimated  Population  for  Year  32,720 

Estimated  Number  of  Inhabitated  Houses  for  the  year  8,401 

Rateable  Value  £132,052 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : 


TOTAL 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Live  Births 

674 

321 

353 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

(Legitimate) 

650 

310 

340 

the  estimated  resident 

(Illegitimate) 

24 

11 

13 

population  20.60 

Still  Births 

17 

9 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(Live  and  Stillbirths) 

21.12 

TOTAL 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Deaths 

284 

145 

139 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resident 

population  8.68 

Comparability  Factor  : Not  available  for  1948. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

(Headings  29  and  30)  of  the  Registrar  General’s  short  list. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths  (live  and  still)  Births 
Puerperal  Sepsis  — — 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 1.45 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  43.42 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  43.42 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  40 

Measles  (all  ages)  — 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  I 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  7 
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Details  of  the  Births  in  each  Ward  are  given  in  Table  1,  and 
particulars  of  the  last  five  years  in  Table  2. 

TABLE  1. 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  Town  

52 

54 

106 

High  Town  

21 

18 

39 

Town  Hall  

95 

113 

208 

Bradley 

58 

56 

114 

Ettingshall  

47 

54 

101 

Out  of  District 

48 

58 

106 

Total 

321 

353 

674 

TABLE  2. 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

1948 

321 

353 

674 

20.60 

1947 

445 

442 

887 

27.97 

1946 

378 

291 

669 

21.42 

1945 

278 

275 

553 

18.23 

1944 

327 

305 

632 

20.64 

Table  3 shows  the  number  of  deaths  in  each  Ward  ; Table  4 
gives  the  details  for  the  last  five  years  ; and  Table  5 the  ages  at 
which  death  occurred. 


TABLE  3. 


Ward 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  Town  

33 

18 

51 

High  Town  

9 

18 

27 

Town  Hall  

19 

17 

36 

Bradley  

17 

11 

28 

Ettingshall  

23 

23 

46 

Out  of  District 

44 

52 

96 

Total 

145 

139 

284 
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TABLE  4. 


Deaths 

Death 
Rate 
per  1,000 

Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1948 

145 

139 

284 

8.68 

1947 

226 

149 

375 

11.82 

1946 

206 

171 

377 

12.08 

1945 

172 

180 

352 

11.61 

1944 

182 

147 

329 

10.74 

TABLE  5. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 year 

11 

18 

29 

1 and  under  2 years 

2 

1 

3 

2 and  under  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

5 and  under  15  years 

1 

2 

3 

15  and  under  25  years 

5 

9 

14 

25  and  under  45  years 

18 

8 

26 

45  and  under  65  years 

50 

21 

71 

65  and  under  80  years 

52 

60 

112 

80  years  and  upwards 

6 

20 

26 

Total 

145 

139 

284 
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The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  and  gives 
particulars  of  the  number  of  males  and  females  dying  from  various 
diseases  : — 


TABLE  6. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Total 

Typhoids  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

■ — 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

14 

11 

25 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 

2 

2 

4 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

Aleasles 

— 

— 

■ — 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

— 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

21 

18 

39 

Diabetes 

4 

2 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

10 

23 

33 

Heart  Disease 

34 

31 

65 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

— 

4 

Bronchitis  

17 

3 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

8 

18 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

4 

3 

7 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

3 

6 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  

2 

7 

9 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

1 

6 

7 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation,  etc. 

2 

3 

5 

'Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

1 

— 

1 

Other  Violent  Causes  

2 

3 

5 

All  other  Causes  

12 

8 

20 

Total 

145 

139 

284 
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TABLE  7. 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  infectious  diseases  in  the  Year 
1948.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


Smaller 

County- 

Towns 

England 

Boroughs 

Resident 

and 

and 

Population 

BILSTON 

Wales 

Great  Towns 

25,000  to 

including 

50,000  at 

London 

193i  Census 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

Births  : 

Live  

17.9 

20.0 

19.2 

20.60 

Still  

Deaths  : 

- 0.42 

0.42 

0.43 

0.52 

All  Causes  

Typhoid  and 

10.8 

11.6 

10.7 

8.68 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.89 

Influenza  

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
and  Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Pneumonia  

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.55 

Rates  per  1,000  Population 

1 Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

— 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

4.13 

Whooping  Cough  

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

4.40 

Diphtheria 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.15 

Erysipelas  

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.28 

Smallpox  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

8.10 

Pneumonia  

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

1.98 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Polioenceph- 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

— 

alitis  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Deaths  : 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1 

34 

39 

32 

40.06 

year  of  age  

Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 
under  2 years  of  age 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

10.38 

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (live  and  still)  Births 

Puerperal  Fever  and 

1 

Pyrexia 

6.89 

1 8.90 

4.71 

7.24 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
Treatment  Centres  and  Clinic 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
for  the  period  1st  January,  1948  to  4th  July,  1948. 

Maternal  Mortality  : 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  (There  was 
one  death  from  Post  Partum  Haemorrhage.) 


Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 

Dr.  J.  A.  Nagle  conducts  these  clinics  which  are  held  on  Friday 
morning  and  afternoon. 


All  the  salaried  midwives  attend  with  their  own  cases.  A 
Health  Visitor  and  clerk  assist  at  each  session. 

The  attendances  for  the  period  1st  January,  to  4th  July,  1948 


were  : — 

New  Cases  291 

Re-Visits  1,116 


Health  Visiting  : 

All  notified  births  are  visited.  Close  co-operation  between  the 
local  Registrar  and  this  Department  is  kept  up.  Advice  as  to  proper 
care  of  the  home,  mother,  baby  and  toddler  is  given  on  every  available 
opportunity.  Special  attention  is  paid  to  nutrition  of  the  individual 
and  the  preparation  and  storage  of  food  in  the  home. 

Visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  were  as  follows  : — 


PRIMARY  SECONDARY 

Children  under  1 year  353  1,096 

Children  over  1 year  3 3,214 

Ante-Natal  Cases  109  132 

Tuberculosis  Cases  14  172 


Boarded  Out  Children  : 

A register  is  kept  of  all  known  cases  in  the  area.  The  cases 
are  visited  monthly  and  reported  on  by  the  Health  Visitors  who  act 
as  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitors. 
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Welfare  Centres  : 

Welfare  Centres  are  held  on  three  afternoons  each  week. 
The  Centres  are  under  the  Control  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
who  is  assisted  on  each  occasion  by  three  Health  Visitors,  a clerk 
and  two  or  three  members  of  the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee. 

• 

The  attendances  at  the  Centres  were  as  follows  : — 


District  A.  District  B.  District  C. 
Mothers  ......  1,402  720  1,701 

Babies  1,266  565  1,524 

Toddlers  142  158  184 

New  Cases  (included  in  attendances  above) 

Babies  71  44  78 

Toddlers  6 5 6 


Infantile  Mortality  : ^ 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age  numbered  42,  giving  an  infantile  raortalit 
rate  of  62.31  per  1,000  live  Births. 

Table  8 shows  the  causes  of  death  and  ages  at  which  they 
occurred  and  Table  9 the  number  of  deaths  in  each  Ward. 


TABLE  8. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR 

Total  Deaths 

Under  1 week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Marasmus 

1 





1 











Military  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

Congenital  Heart  Disease  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Births 

6 

6 

Bronchitis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Convulsions  

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Under  Development 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oedema  of  Lungs  

1 

1 

— 

Pyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Atelectasis  

1 

1 

TOTAL 

29 

8 

2 

3 

2 

8 

4 

1 

1 
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TABLE  9. 


1 ♦Yard 

Males 

I i'omalea  i 

Total  ] 

!Nev;  Town 

5 

5 

10  1 

jHigh  Tovra 

i 2 

2 

4 

j Town  Hall  * * 

1 

2 

3 

1 Bradley 

I 2 

6 

8 

iEttingshall  . . 1 

! 2 

2 

4 

lOut  of  District  | 

t 

I 9 

4 

13  I 

I 

; Total 

! 

21 

\ 

I 21 

42 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  held  on  three  afternoons 
each  week. 


The  number  of  Children  immunised  during  the  period  1st 


January,  to  4th  July,  1948  is  as  follows  : — 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  153 

Children  over  5 and  under  15  years  7 


IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION 

Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a Full  Course  of 
Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  4.7.48. 

Age  at 

31.12.48 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

i.e. 

Total 

Born  in 

1939- 

1932- 

Under  15 

year  : — 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1938 

Number 

Immunised 

— 

235 

1 

308 

351 

306 

2,064 

1,762 

5,016  1 
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Promotion  of  Cleanliness  and  Good  Habits  and  the  Elimination  of 
Verminous  Conditions. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  co-operate  very  closely 
with  each  other  and  in  the  general  scheme  of  this  work. 

Lethane  Hair  Oil  is  used  in  the  Clinic  and  also  is  given  to 
mothers  for  use  in  the  homes  when  found  necessary.  Instructions 
are  given  at  the  same  time  as  to  its  use  and  for  the  care  and  toilet  of 
the  hair.  Advice  on  Hygiene  and  good  habits  generally  is  tendered 
to  mothers  when  routine  and  special  visits  are  paid  to  homes, 
particular  attention  being  paid  to  those  homes  most  in  need  of  it. 
All  cases  are  followed  up  regularly. 

Families  have  been  sent  to  Institutions  for  cleansing  when  the 
need  has  arisen. 

Legal  action  has  been  taken,  when  necessary,  in  cases  where 
tenants  have  persistently  failed  to  keep  themselves,  and  their  houses, 
clean,  in  spite  of  the  advice  and  attention  given  by  the  Nurses, 
repeated  visits  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  disinfestations  of 
their  homes. 

Scabies  and  Vermin. 

'Five  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Cleansing  Station  at  the 
rear  of  23,  Wellington  Road.  During  the  year  the  total  number  of 
treatments  carried  out  was  1,846.  795  Scabies  and  1,051  Verminous 

cases. 

Day  Nursery. 

The  Day  Nursery,  situated  in  Prouds  Lane,  Bilston,  will 
accommodate  40  children,  ages  ranging  from  0 — 5 years.  It  was 
open  daily  from  7-45  a.m.  to  6 p.m.  and  the  average  daily  attendance 
was  38. 

^ The  Staff  comprised  : — Matron. 

Deputy  Matron. 

I Certificated  Nursery  Nurse. 

I Warden. 

3 Nursery  Assistants. 

3 Nursery  Students. 

I Cook. 

I Nursery  Help. 

3 Domestic  Helps. 
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The  Care  of  Premature  Infants. 


Special  Cots  and  equipment  are  provided  for  use  in  the  home. 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

The  Council  approved  a scheme  submitted  by  the  Welfare 
Authority  whereby  the  responsibility  for  the  detailed  administration 
of  the  scheme  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Women  Probation  Officer 
of  the  Staffordshire  County  Council,  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  Wel- 
fare Authority  and  the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  as  constituted 
by  the  Welfare  Authority,  all  acting  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Welfare  Authority. 

The  duties  to  be  undertaken  by  the  persons  mentioned  shall 
comprise  all  those  suggested  in  the  Circular. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. 

The  water  supply  in  the  area  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

During  the  year  32  samples  of  water  were  taken,  9 of  which 
were  Chemically  Analysed,  and  23  were  Bacteriologically  Tested. 
Three  of  the  Bacteriological  tests  were  undertaken  by  the  Coseley 
Urban  District  Council  from  houses  in  their  area,  but  within  the 
Bilston  water  supply  area. 

Of  the  23  Bacteriological  samples  2 were  of  water  taken  from 
The  Bratch  ; 2 from  Tom  Hill  ; 3 from  Service  Reservoirs  ; 8 from 
Private  Supplies  in  houses  from  a new  temporary  supply  at  Wood 
Cross,  Coseley.  (Six  of  which  were  of  water  supplied  by  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.)  This  temporary  supply  was  intended 
for  use  in  a new  housing  estate  in  Coseley  within  the  Bilston  area  of 
supply  where  difficulties  were  experienced  in  supplying  water  from 
existing  sources. 

The  water  was  not  made  available  for  domestic  use  during  the 
year  due  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  an  entirely  satisfactory  bacteriolog- 
ical standard. 

Of  the  9 Chemical  Analyses,  3 were  of  water  taken  from 
The  Bratch  ; 3 from  Tom  Hill  ; 2 from  Private  houses  in  the  Town  ; 
and  1 from  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co’s,  supply  at 
Woodcross,  Coseley  referred  to  above. 
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The  following  are  typical  examples  of  the  Chemical  Analyses 
undertaken  : — 


Bratch 

Tom  Hill 

s.s.w.w. 

Co. 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried 

at  2120  p 

32.5 

22.0 

20.0 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.0006 

0.0004 

0.0094 

Albuminoid 

0.0024 

0.0028 

0.0056 

Nitric  Nitrogen  

0.47 

0.92 

0.20 

Chlorine  

Oxygen  Absorbed  in 

2.2 

1.9 

3.2 

4 hours  at  80^  F 

0.009 

0.005 

0.030 

Appearance  

Extremely 
slight  trace 
of  Suspended 
matter. 

Extremely 
slight  trace 
of  Suspended 
matter. 

Opalescent 

Brown 

Suspended 

matter. 

Metallic  Contamination 

None 

None 

Iron  0.5 

ph.  Value  

7.2 

6.4 

7.3 

Hardness  before  Boiling 

16.40 

8.80 

8.950 

Hardness  after  Boiling  

5.60 

5.50 

4.80 

Temporary  Hardness 

10.80 

3.30 

4.10 

This  water 
is  Chemically 
of  satisfactory 
quality 
although  Iron 
content  is 
high. 

Housing,  Clearance  Areas  and  Overcrowding. 

Referred  to  in  Joint  Housing  Report. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  work  of  food  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual 
Report. 

Milk  Supply  and  Food  Adulteration. 

The  work  under  this  heading  is  controlled  by  the  County 
Council  whose  officers  carry  out  the  necessary  work  of  sampling. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 


Table  10  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  and  the  known 
deaths. 

TABLE  10. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Total 

Cases 

Confirmed 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

140 

135 

102 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

145 

144 

7 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

265 

265 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

5 

5 

5 

— 

Pneumonia  

69 

65 

7 

18 

Dysentery 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

10 

9 

2 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Chickenpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  only  knowledge  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  removed  to  Hospital 
are  the  cases  which  are  treated  in  the  West  Midland  Joint  Hospital 
Board’s  Hospitals  ; other  cases  are  usually  treated  at  the  Royal 
Hospital,  or  the  New  Cross  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  Public 
Assistance  cases  are  taken  to  Wordsley  Institution. 
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JOINT  HOUSING  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 

HEALTH  AND  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947 

The  number  of  occupied  houses  or  flats  at  the  31st  December, 
1948,  was  estimated  to  be  8,310  of  which  3,275  have  been  built  or 
adapted  by  the  Council.  Included  in  this  figure  of  3,275  houses  or 
flats  built  or  converted  by  the  Council,  are  100  prefabricated  Arcon 
bungalows  and  29  premises  either  requisitioned  or  converted  premises 
which  have  been  adopted  as  flats  for  use  as  living  accommodation. 

The  Council  also  considered  the  question  of  allocating  a site 
for  the  purpose  of  house  construction  by  private  enterprise.  A site 
long  intended  for  this  purpose  was  allocated  and  applications  invited 
from  persons  proved  to  be  in  need  of  housing  accommodation. 

53  applications  had  been  approved  by  the  end  of  December. 
25  plots  had  been  allocated  on  the  first  section  ; 16  desired  to  wait 
for  the  second  section  of  plots  ; 6 had  withdrawn  their  applications, 
and  6 had  not  yet  been  settled. 

This  information  is  obtained  from  the  Borough  Architect’s 
reports. 

General  Housing. 

In  view  of  the  urgent  housing  needs  of  the  town,  serious 
consideration  was  given  to  the  possibility  of  making  as  many  as 
possible  of  the  unfit  houses  in  the  already  declared  clearance  areas 
fit  enough  to  be  re-let  for  a limited  period  when  tenants  were 
re-housed  owing  to  overcrowding  and  unsuitability  bf  their  former 
accommodation.  It  was  realised  that  the  houses  could  never  be 
brought  up  to  the  standard  of  fitness  required  by  the  Housing  Act, 
but  if  such  were  to  be  re-let  it  was  thought  advisable  to  bring  such 
houses  up  to  some  temporary  standard,  in  order  that  the  new  tenants 
who  would  possibly  not  be  rehoused  for  some  years  could  have  some 
of  the  more  desirable  features  actually  in  the  house. 

It  was  known  that  there  were  many  young  couples  without 
children,  whose  chances  of  a new  house  were  extremely  remote, 
clamouring  to  obtain  any  form  of  accommodation  in  order  to  start 
housekeeping  on  their  own. 

A temporary  standard  was  called  for  and  submitted  for 
consideration  in  February.  The  standard  given  and  approved  is  as 
follows  : — 
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1.  The  house  shall  be  structurally  sound. 

2.  Free  from  serious  dampness. 

.‘h  In  proper  repair. 

4.  Have  sanitary  accommodation  of  a standard  of  not  more 
than  two  houses  to  one  water  closet. 

5.  Adequate  town’s  water  supply  within  the  house. 

().  Adequate  washing  accommodation. 

7.  Adequate  food  storage  accommodation  in  the  form  of 
ventilated  and  lighted  accommodation  with  shelves,  etc. 

Lists  of  intended  lettings  of  new  Council  houses  were  received 
from  the  Housing  Manager  and  every  house  that  would  be  emptied 
was  inspected  and  compared  with  this  temporary  standard.  If  it 
was  up  to  or  better  than  this,  then  the  owner  or  agent  could  relet 
the  house  immediately.  If  the  house  feel  short  of  the  standard 
then  action  was  taken  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act  and 
demolition  order  procedure  put  into  operation.  Owners  or  agents 
could  then  submit  undertakings  if  they  so  desired  to  bring  the  houses 
up  to  this  standard,  on  the  understanding  that  such  was  only  a 
temporary  measure  due  to  the  housing  shortage  and  would  not  in 
any  way  influence  the  Corporation  in  treating  such  houses  as  slums 
when  the  time  for  such  arrived. 

Where  owners  or  agents  submitted  proposals  they  were 
examined  and  approved  if  the  house  was  brought  up  to  the  temporary 
standard  by  the  completion  of  the  work  to  be  done. 

In  other  cases  Demolition  Orders  were  made.  In  some  cases 
owners  or  agents  relet  the  houses  before  the  Demolition  Order  was 
made  and  by  so  doing  the  ingoing  tenants  are  doomed  to  live  an 
indefinite  time  in  a house  where  the  owner  or  agent  has  agreed  to 
demolition  after  reletting.  Notices  calling  for  repair  cannot  be 
served  due  to  the  Demolition  Order  on  the  house. 

A summary  of  the  work  done  by  this  procedure  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1948  is  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  11. 

Total  houses  represented  for  consideration  211 

Demolition  Order  made  121 

Houses  demolished  11 

Houses  boarded  or  bricked  up.  Demolition 

not  possible  27 

Houses  void  and  awaiting  demolition  11 

Demolition  orders  in  abeyance — houses  relet  24 
,,  ,,  tenants  not 

yet  rehoused  45 

Houses  occupied  by  squatters  3 

Procedure  discontinued  8 
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TABLE  \\— continued 


Corporation  properties  agreed  to  be  demolished  25 

Corporation  properties  demolished  — 

,,  ,,  boarded  or  bricked  up  9 

,,  ,,  to  be  demolished  where 


tenants  not  yet 
rehoused  16 

Closing  Orders  made  6 

Operative  2 

Tenants  not  rehoused  4 

Undertakings  accepted  49 

Undertakings  completed  24 

,,  in  hand  10 

,,  in  abeyance — houses  relet  5 

,,  ,,  tenants  not 

rehoused  10 

Houses  still  under  consideration  2 


The  Council  considered  the  standard  to  be  achiev  in  convert- 
ing requisitioned  or  purchased  properties  into  flats  for  housing 
young  couples. 

A standard  was  submitted  and  approved  in  March  and  was 
as  follows  : — 

1.  Building  to  be  structurally  sound. 

2.  Free  from  dampness. 

3.  In  sound  repair. 

4.  Separate  water  closets  for  each  flat  or  house.. 

5.  Adequate  and  separate  hot  and  cold  water  supply,  with 
sink,  etc.  for  each  flat  or  house. 

6.  Adequate  clothes  washing  and  drying  facilities. 

7.  Separate  and  adequate  cooking  facilities  for  each  flat  or 
house. 

8.  Separate  and  adequately  lighted  and  ventilated  food  store 
for  each  flat  or  house. 

9.  Separate  fuel  storage  accommodation  for  each  flat  or  house. 

10.  Adequate  bathroom  accommodation. 

11.  Adequate  refuse  accommodation. 

All  conversions  carried  out  have  been  executed  to  the  above 
standard. 
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Clearance  Areas. 

No  further  progress  has  been  possible  with  the  nine  clearance 
areas  affecting  1,504  houses  declared  in  1945. 

Some  of  these  houses  have  been  dealt  with  in  the  manner 
detailed  under  the  previous  heading. 

The  Council  have  given  consideration  to  the  possibility  of  the 
redevelopment  of  parts  of  Temple  Street  and  Salop  Street  in  order  to 
clear  certain  sections  and  to  rebuild  and  rehouse  actually  on  the  site. 
In  doing  this  it  is  intended  to  redevelop  areas  which  have  been 
unsightly  by  reason  of  small  derelict  areas  in  the  larger  areas  which 
were  cleared  under  previous  clearance  schemes. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
essential  services  already  exist,  e.g.  roads,  sewers,  water,  light  and 
power,  the  houses  to  be  built  will  be  much  cheaper  and  more  readily 
meet  the  demand  of  the  working  class  people  in  such  areas.  In 
addition  it  will  redevelop  existing  areas  within  the  Borough. 

Overcrowding. 

The  number  of  applications  made  to  the  Health  Department 
during,  the  year  for  consideration  for  recommendation  for  priority 
and  grouping  in  accordance  with  the  approved  grouping  system  was 
983.  Details  of  recommendations  made  are  given  in  Table  12. 

The  grouping  system  as  detailed  in  the  report  for  1947  is  still 
in  operation  without  any  amendment. 

Whilst  the  system  works  well  it  has  many  disodvantages, 
particularly  as  it  only  covers  health  and  overcrowding  matters. 
These,  whilst  probably  the  most  important,  are  not  the  only  questions 
which  should  receive  consideration  in  assessing  the  desirability  of  an 
applicant.  Some  consideration  must  be  given  to  such  matters  as 
length  of  residence  in  Bilston  ; whether  the  applicants  have  clear 
rent  books  ; whether  they  are  clean  and  maintain  their  existing 
house  in  as  good  a condition  as  possible,  etc.  These  are  a few  of  the 
many  conditions  which  should  be  considered  when  assessing  the 
importance  of  an  applicant’s  claim  for  a house.  The  present  grouping 
system  does  not  cover  such  features. 

Details  of  recommendations  made,  cases  dealt  with  during  the 
year  and  number  and  types  of  houses  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
outstanding  recommendations  are  given  below  ; — 
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Details  of  families  removed  during  the  year 


follows  : — 


TABLE  13. 

RECOMMENDED  FAMILIES  REMOVED  DURING  1948 


Corporation  Housi 


BY  BILSTON  CORPORATION  INTO 

Pre-Fabricated  Houses 


From  Groups 

I j— ^ Total 


Pre-Fabbicated  Houses 


Out  of  the  District 


CANCELLATIONS 


Through  Death 


. -I - 


Other  Causes 


Families  Without 
Recommendations 
moved  by 
Bilston  Corporation 

s^ew 

3uses  Re-Lets 


SUMMARY  OF  FAMILIES  REMOVED  FROM  LIST  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS  (IN  GROUPSl 
GROUPS 


Total  Removed  From  List 


Known  Total  Removals 


The  details  of  families  removed  without  specific  recommendation 
are  as  follows  : — 

24  tenants  of  Council  houses  in  2 bedrooms  requiring  3 bed- 
rooms removed  by  instruction  of  Council  to  provide 
2 bedroom  accommodation. 

8 tenants  moved  by  exchange  into  dearer  type  houses  to 
allow  cheaper  types  for  deserving  cases  recommended. 

5 families  rehoused  due  to  emergency  dangerous  structures. 


Welfare  of  Tenants. 

Serious  consideration  has  been  given  during  the  year  to  the 
appointment  of  a female  Welfare  Officer,  an  appointment  so  urgently 
needed  at  the  present  time. 

Advertisements  and  interviews  have  so  far  failed  to  produce 
the  right  type  of  person  required  for  this  important  position. 


General  Housing  Repairs. 

Housing  repairs  have  been  executed  by  notices  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  and  dealt  with  as  nuisances  requiring  abatement. 

Considerable  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  dealing  with 
housing  repairs  under  the  Housing  Act  as  the  majority  of  the  houses 
to  be  dealt  with  are  in  declared  or  intended  Clearance  Areas.  The 
making  of  schedules  of  repairs  necessary  would  be  impossible  in  such 
cases. 


Details  of  work  executed  are  given  in  Table  III  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  and  it  will  be  noted  that  a great  deal  of 
work  has  been  executed  and  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
the  Borough  of  Bilston. 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  a report  upon  the  Sanitary  and 
Cleansing  Services  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1948. 

This  is  my  second  Annual  Report,  v 

The  report  is  divided  into  two  sections,  the  first  dealing  with 
Sanitary  Services  covering  the  twelve  months  ending  the  31st 
31st  December,  1948,  and  the  second  dealing  with  Public  Cleansing 
covering  the  twelve  months  ending  the  31st  March,  1949. 

Sanitary  Services. 

It  has  been  possible  during  the  year  under  review  to  concentrate 
upon  routine  work  instead  of  specialised  work  upon  Smallpox 
investigations  as  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  are  detailed  in  Table  1. 

It  will  be  noted  that  visits  and  inspections  to  caravans  are  very 
high.  The  increase  is  five  times  as  great  as  the  previous  year.  The 
amount  of  time  devoted  to  moving  vans  has  been  to  the  detriment  of 
other  important  work,  and  the  sooner  some  solution  is  found  to  this 
problem  the  better  for  all  concerned. 

Particular  attention  has  been  directed  to  Ice-Cream  supplies 
and  the  visits  shown  gives  an  indication  of  the  care  that  has  been 
given  to  this  important  work.  A model  factory  was  completed  and 
put  into  service  during  the  year.  Considerable  assistance  was 
rendered  to  the  proprietor  in  the  general  layout  and  types  of 
equipment  necessary. 

Whilst  the  number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  remains  the 
same  as  for  the  previous  year  the  number  of  pigs  examined  after 
slaughter  has  doubled. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  decided  to  limit 
slaughtering  to  approved  slaughterhouses  and  the  two  approved  in 
Bilston  are  Downs’  and  Udall’s. 
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Such  action  does  help  in  the  inspection  of  animals  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption. 

With  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution,  in  addition  to  the 
valuable  uses  that  are  made  of  the  methods  of  recording  atmospheric 
pollution  it  is  interesting  to  know  that  we  can  be  of  some  slight 
assistance  in  Cancer  Research  undertaken  by  Professor  Kennaway 
at  the  Pathological  Department  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital, 
London,  by  submitting  our  smoke  samples  to  him  for  use  in  his 
research. 

Details  of  Improvements  and  Repairs  effected  are  given  in 
Table  III.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  owners  and  agents  as  a whole 
are  co-operating  with  us  in  undertaking  works  of  repair  as  required 
by  the  notices  served  upon  them.  Greater  attention  is  being  given 
to  the  intimation  notices  sent,  thereby  avoiding  the  necessity  of 
seeking  authority  to  serve  abatement  notices  upon  them  because  of 
their  lack  of  attention  to  the  original  notices  served. 

A considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  remedies  made  upon 
the  previous  year  is  noted  with  satisfaction. 

Information  of  interest  on  particular  sections  of  our  duties 
are  given  under  the  respective  headings. 


Public  Cleansing. 


Refuse  Collection. 

This  service  has  been  maintained  on  a weekly  frequency  of 
collection  during  the  year. 

It  will  be  noted  that  with  the  building  of  new  houses  a less 
number  of  bins  are  emptied  per  gang  of  collectors.  This  is  due  to 
the  increased  distances  the  men  have  to  travel  in  bringing  the  bins 
to  the  kerb  for  loading  and  returning  the  bin  to  the  rear  of  the  house 
when  empty. 

This  fact,  together  with  the  additional  work  in  collecting 
whatever  salvage  that  has  been  kept  separately  for  collection  and  the 
operation  of  a five-day  week,  has  now  made  it  necessary  for  five  gangs 
of  collectors  to  be  engaged  whole  time  on  refuse  collection  during  the 
winter  months. 

Details  of  refuse  removed  are  given  in  Table  X. 
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Salvage. 

The  direction  to  collect  certain  materials  has  remained  during 
the  year. 

Refuse  collectors  continue  to  collect  salvage  from  houses  and 
trailers  attached  to  each  vehicle  are  used  for  the  reception  of  such 
material. 

The  provision  of  sandbags  to  houses  for  storing  paper  has  not 
been  very  satisfactory.  Some  householders  have  responded  and 
regularly  save  their  waste  paper,  but  these  are  greatly  in  the  minority. 

A separate  weekly  collection  is  maintained  by  special  lorry 
from  shops  and  business  premises  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
increased  collections  were  noted  from  this  source,  presumably  due  to 
the  increased  amount  of  cartons  and  wrapping  being  used  by 
wholesalers. 

A regular  weekly  collection  and  in  some  cases  even  daily 
collections  are  maintained  from  kitchen  waste  receptacles  in  streets, 
at  house  kitchens,  etc. 

An  improvement  is  noted  in  the  amount  collected  from  houses 
having  the  special  bucket,  and  I am  looking  forward  to  the  time  when 
all  houses  will  accept  these  so  that  the  unhygienic  street  bins  can  be 
withdrawn  altogether. 

Other  forms  of  salvage,  i.e.  rags,  bones,  bottles,  etc.  show  a 
marked  decline.  The  market  for  these  materials  is  very  unstable, 
so  much  so,  that  the  sorting  of  these  has  become  unprofitable. 

Details  of  salvage  disposed  of  and  the  value  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  are  given  in  Table  XI. 

Street  Cleansing. 

Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  engage  suitable  men, 
preferably  younger  able-bodied  men,  to  the  ranks  of  the  street 
orderlies  without  success.  Such  work  does  not  appeal  to  younger 
men  as  it  is  considered  only  suitable  employment  for  old  men 
incapable  of  heavier  work.  We  have,  therefore,  had  to  rely  upon 
seven  old  men  whose  ages  range  from  65  to  73  years  and  in  con- 
sequence the  regularity  of  street  sweeping,  particularly  on  housing 
estates,  has  not  been  as  frequent  as  I would  have  liked. 

The  men  we  employ  do,  within  their  limited  powers,  work  very 
well  and  are  conscientious  in  their  duties.  In  addition  to  the  orderlies 
one  gang  of  men  with  a horse  and  covered  cart  has  also  been  engaged 
in  street  sweeping  and  every  street  has  received  regular  cleansing, 
but  not  with  the  frequency  I would  like. 
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The  mechanical  sweeper  has  proved  efficient,  but  experience 
has  shown  that  it  cannot  operate  efficiently  without  damage  to  the 
vehicle,  due  to  the  abnormal  and  irregular  cambers  on  many  roads. 
This  is  due  to  road  tarring  and  gritting  over  the  years  building  up 
haunches  by  the  road  channels  which  prevent  the  rotary  brushes 
removing  dirt  therefrom.  The  exertion  of  excessive  pressure  upon 
the  brushes  to  try  and  overcome  this  has  caused  many  breakages  in 
the  steel  shaft  controlling  the  brushes. 

Since  the  new  gully  cleansing  machine  was  put  into  operation  in 
October  1948  every  street  gully  has  been  cleansed  at  a frequency  of 
once  every  four  or  five  weeks.  This  frequency  is  better  than  most 
Authorities  in  the  country  as  enquiries  made  during  the  year  have 
revealed.  Every  gully  is  now  in  a good  clean  condition. 

The  machine  has  proved  highly  efficient  in  operation  and  is  a 
vast  improvement  upon  the  old  machine  which  has  and  still  is  devoted 
to  emptying  cesspools  at  works  and  houses  whose  drainage  systems 
are  still  not  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Details  of  street  sweeping  and  gully  cleansing  are  given  in 
Table  X. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

The  main  disposal  point  has  been  the  Moxley  Tip  off  Belmont 
Street.  This  tip  is  operated  on  the  controlled  tipping  method. 

Controlled  tipping  is  a cheap  and  efficient  method  of  disposal 
and  does  reclaim  valuable  land,  but  in  order  to  make  and  control  tips 
one  main  essential  is  necessary.  That  is  a sufficient  supply  of  suitable 
material,  preferably  soil,  to  properly  cover  all  newly  tipped  surfaces 
each  day  as  tipping  proceeds.  Such  covering  material  is  not  available 
in  Bilston  and  at  considerable  expense  material  has  had  to  be  taken 
from  old  tips  and  carted  to  the  present  tip  to  be  used  as  covering. 

Another  serious  difficulty  in  Bilston  is  the  interference  on  the 
tip  after  work  has  ceased  for  the  day,  by  children  and  adults  who 
invade  the  tip  and  rake  over  the  surfaces  in  an  endeavour  to  extract 
materials  of  value  to  them. 

The  tip  is  open  and  such  interference  destroys  the  work  of 
covering,  exposes  refuse  and  on  three  occasions  has  been  the  cause 
of  serious  fires, 

A new  technique  has  been  tried  with  success  in  the  work  of 
tipping.  The  calf  dozer  was  loaned  by  the  Surveyor  at  one  period 
for  levelling  out  tipping  irregularities.  Experiments  were  tried  in 
actually  levelling  refuse  as  it  was  discharged  from  the  vehicles.  It 
was  found  to  be  entirely  successful  and  the  tip  was  better  finished 
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and  consolidated  to  receive  the  lorries  at  the  point  of  discharge. 
The  calf  dozer  can  deal  with  refuse  much  more  efficiently  than  with 
men  using  long  rakes  and  if  tipping  has  to  continue  in  the  future 
consideration  should  be  given  to  the  provision  of  such  a machine  for 
this  purpose. 

Consideration  must  be  given  to  the  building  of  a modern 
incinerator  capable  of  burning  all  refuse  in  Bilston.  This  is  a costly 
project,  but  in  my  opinion,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  is  the 
only  satisfactory  method  of  disposing  of  refuse  in  this  town. 

Details  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  all  disposal  points  is  given  in 
Table  XII. 

Depot. 

As  the  alterations  proceed  slowly  the  employees  are  making 
good  use  of  the  facilities  offered  to  them.  The  social  club  is  in  actual 
operation  and  frequent  social  evenings  are  held  and  entertainment 
and  refreshments  provided. 

The  men  are  visiting  other  Local  Authorities’  clubs  and  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  they  can  invite  return  visits  when  their 
messroorn  is  completed. 

To  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Staff  and  to  the  employees  of  both 
the  departments,  I tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  loyal  and 
wholehearted  co-operation  during  the  year.  Without  complete 
support  and  co-operation  no  department  can  function  to  its  maximum 
efficiency. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  and  all  Officials  of  the  Corporat- 
ion for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

To  you  Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I tender  my 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  support  given  to  me  during 
the  year. 

The  detailed,  and  in  some  cases  lengthy,  discussions  upon 
matters  reported  from  time  to  time  have  convinced  me  of  your  sincere 
desire  to  formulate  a policy  which  will  make  the  Health  and  Cleansing 
Services  of  this  town  second  to  none.  In  all  the  varied  opinions 
expressed  I have  realised  that  the  underlying  desire  of  every  member 
is  to  play  his  or  her  part  to  the  utmost  in  the  vitally  important  work 
of  furthering  the  cause  of  public  health  in  this  Borough. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Madam  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  ERIC  S.  SHELDON, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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TABLE  1. 


Details  of  insp>ections  made  during  the  year 

VISITS 

Inspections 

Dwelling  Houses 

are  as  follows  : — ■ 

Re-inspections  Total 

Routine  

778 

992 

1,770 

Complaints  

717 

685 

1,402 

Overcrowding  

1,163 

653 

1,816 

Dirty  Condition 

38 

12 

50 

Rent  Restriction  Act  

1 

— 

1 

Disinfected 

159 

98 

257 

Disinfested 

73 

118 

191 

Rodent  Control 

1,330 

6,140 

7,470 

Infectious  Diseases 

185 

8 

193 

Disinfestation — Visits  

509 

— 

509 

Removals 

350 

— 

350 

Other  Premises 

Licensed  Premises  

33 

5 

38 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  ' 

4 

1 

5 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Sites  

400 

215 

705 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

3 

1 

4 

Schools  

1 

— 

1 

Factories  (with  Mechanical  Power) 

31 

10 

41 

Factories  (Manual  Power)  

18 

4 

22 

Bakehouses  

19 

— 

19 

Dairies 

1 

1 

2 

Premises — Bottled  Milk 

6 

— 

6 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers 

32 

— 

32 

Retailers  

111 

4 

115 

Samples 

63 

— 

63 

Slaughterhouses  

101 

14 

115 

Private  or  emergency  slaughter  of  animals 

30 

— 

30 

Offensive  Trades — Fried  Fish  Shops  

52 

18 

70 

Food  preparing  premises  

112 

7 

119 

Ice  Stores 

11 

— 

11 

Market — Visits  

86 

— 

86 

Meat  Stalls 

196 

— 

196 

Other  Food  Stalls 

250 

— 

250 

Sale  of  Clothes 

8 

— 

8 

Shops  re  Meat  and  Food 

227 

3 

230 

Others 

28 

8 

36 

Rodent  Control 

26 

65 

91 

Warehouses  

8 

— 

8 

Public  Conveniences 

15 

— 

15 

Stables 

4 

— 

4 

Premises  re  Swine,  Fowl,  etc. 

163 

23 

186 

Premises  re  Offensive  accumulations 

47 

3 

50 

Drains  Tested,  Inspected  and  Cleansed 

1,333 

100 

1,433 

Sewers — Inspected  

25 

1 

26 

Street  Gullies  Inspected 

8 

— 

8 

Rodent  Control  

114 

723 

837 

Visits  to  Canal  re  Boats  

3 

— . 

3 

Smoke  Observations — General 

630 

29 

659 

Special 

34 

10 

44 

Cinemas  and  Theatres  

9 

. — 

9 

Water  Samples — Bacteriological 

19 

— 

19 

Chemical 

16 

— 

16 

Food  and  Drugs  

4 

■ — 

4 

Transport  of  Food 

9 

— 

9 

Cleansing  and  Salvage  Visits  

568 

— 

568 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

694 

— 

694 
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The  number  of  inspections  of  all  kinds  made  was  10,931  and 
the  number  of  re-inspections  9,955,  giving  a grand  total  of  20,896 
inspections  and  visits  made  during  the  year. 

Complaints. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  1,436. 
439  in  respect  of  alleged  nuisances  or  sanitary  defects  and  997  in 
respect  of  choked  drains  and  water  closets. 

All  complaints  were  visited  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to 
secure  abatement  of  nuisances  where  necessary. 


Defects  Found  and  Notices  Served. 

As  a result  of  inspections  made  a total  of  5,638  defects  were 
found,  5,395  of  which  were  affecting  2,279  houses  and  243  affecting 
161  other  premises. 

To  remedy  the  defects  or  nuisances  found  a total  of  676  notices 
were  served  during  the  year,  being  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Informal  Notices  498 

Statutory  Notices  178 


Of  these,  659  were  served  upon  owners  or  agents  and  17  upon 
occupiers  of  premises. 

Details  of  Statutory  Notices  served  are  as  follows 
TABLE  11. 


Issued 

Complied 

by 

Owner 

Complied 

by 

Council 

J ustices 
Order 

Not 

Complied 

Cpp  Q9-Q^ 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

178 

128 

— 

1 

49 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  on  one  occasion  only  during  the  year 
has  it  been  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in  order  to  secure 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  where  notices  were  served. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  owners  and  agents  are  co-operating 
in  the  work  of  executing  repairs  and  they  are  in  fact  taking  notice  to 
a greater  extent  of  the  intimation  notices  served  upon  them  calling 
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their  attention  to  the  existence  of  defects,  etc.  as  indeed  they  should. 
The  system  of  serving  such  notices  is  designed  to  acquaint  owners  or 
agents  of  these  defects  to  enable  them  to  put  the  repair  in  hand 
without  waiting  for  the  resulting  legal  notice  which  inevitably  follows. 
If  action  was  always  taken  on  intimation  notices  the  monthly  report 
of  outstanding  notices  to  Committee  would  not  be  necessary  and 
considerable  time  and  trouble  would  be  saved.  More  important  still, 
the  works  of  repair  would  be  executed  with  the  absolute  minimum  of 
delay. 

Sanitary  Improvements  Made  and  Defects  Remedied. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

The  total  number  of  improvements  made  in  compliance  with 
notices  served  was  5,722.  5,105  in  connection  with  houses  and  617 

in  connection  with  other  premises. 

Details  of  improvements  are  given  below  : — 

TABLE  111. 

DWELLING  HOUSES. 

Internal. 

Ventilation  improved  14 

New  windows  provided  124 

Window  cords  renewed  93 

Dampness  in  walls  remedied  < 48 

Plaster  of  walls  repaired  216 

Plaster  of  ceilings  repaired  189 

Floors  repaired  85 

New  fireplaces  provided  12 

Old  fireplaces  repaired  33 

Doors  repaired 32 

Staircases. 

Steps  repaired  or  provided  14 

Guard  rails  repaired  3 

Plaster  of  walls  repaired  15 

Plaster  of  ceilings  repaired  9 

Foodstores. 

Lighted  and  ventilated  1 

Provided  2 

Sculleries  and  Wash-houses. 

Ventilation  provided  3 

New  windows  provided  12 

Windows  repaired  1 

Window  cords  renewed  3 

Plaster  of  walls  repaired  4 

Plaster  of  ceilings  repaired  2 

\ 
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Sculleries  and  Wash-houses — continued 

New  sinks  provided  ..i...  41 

Old  sinks  repaired  15 

Waste  pipes  trapped  8 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  25 

Wash  coppers  provided  10 

Wash  coppers  repaired  32 

Floors  repaired  13 

Doors  repaired  7 

New  wash-houses  built  2 

Walls  re-built  1 

Re-roofed  1 

Cellars. 

Steps  repaired  1 

Floors  repaired  ^ 4 

Drainage  provided  or  repaired  * 7 

Filled  in  and  sealed  2 

Roof  strutted  1 

Back-to-back  houses  converted  into  through  house  2 

External. 

Roofs  repaired 332 

Eaves  spouts  provided  or  repaired  90 

Down  spouts  provided  or  repaired  47 

Down  spouts  disconnected  from  drain  3 

Walls  repaired  and/or  repointed  168 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  and/or  repointed  97 

Doors  repaired 24 

Steps  repaired 6 

General. 

Yards  cleansed  1 

Yard  paving  or  surfaces  repaired  9 

Yard  drainage  installed  or  repaired  4 

Houses  provided  with  internal  water  supply  8 

Houses  cleansed  19 


OUTBUILDINGS. 


Water  Closets. 

Roofs  repaired 27 

Eaves  spouts  provided  and/or  repaired  6 

Down  spouts  provided  and/or  repaired  2 

Walls  repaired  or  repointed  23 

Doors  repaired 1 1 

New  cisterns  fixed  or  repaired  43 

New  pedestals  and  seats  provided  or  repaired  61 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  5 

Cleansed  and/or  limewashed  5 

Soilpipes  repaired  10 

Water  supply  provided  15 

Provided  in  substitution  for  other  conveniences  3 

Additional  water  closets  provided  5 

Re-built  1 
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Waste  Water  Closets. 

Converted  into  standard  type  water  closets  3 

Pial  Chemical  Closets. 

Converted  into  standard  type  water  closets  9 

Ashbins. 

Renewals  1,000 

Provided  for  new  houses  336 

Provided  for  other  premises  ......  77 

Drains. 

Repaired  or  relaid  95 

Cleansed  1,132 

Disconnected  from  sewer  3 

Ventilated  4 

Inspection  chambers  built  or  repaired  39 

Self  cleansing  gullies  provided  27 

Drainage  provided  8 

Cesspools. 

Abolished  5 

Sewers  and/or  Street  Gullies. 

Cleansed  4 

Repaired  1 

Public  Conveniences. 

Cleansed  2 

Repaired  3 

Infested  Premises. 

Freed  from  vermin  62 

Freed  from  rats  194 

Freed  from  mice  163 

Offensive  Accumulations.  ' 

Removed  23 

Animals  so  kept  as  a nuisance. 

Nuisances  abated  35 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Sites. 

Removed  308 

Factories  Without  Mechanical  Power. 

Improvements  2 

Factories  (Mechanical  Power). 

Conveniences  cleansed  and/or  limewashed  3 

Conveniences — additional  provided  1 

Other  improvements  3 

Food  Preparing  Premises. 

Cleansed  and/or  limewashed  8 

Other  improvements  27 
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Stables. 

Cleansed  1 

Drainage  repaired/improved  2 

Licensed  Premises. 

Conveniences  cleansed  1 

Other  improvements  16 

Cinemas  and  Theatres. 

Conveniences  cleansed  5 

Other  improvements  2 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Nuisances  abated  1 

Additions  to  plant  and  improvements  10 

Bakehouses. 

Cleansed  or  limewashed  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Nuisances  abated  1 

Ice-cream  Manufacturers. 

Premises  cleansed  2 

Sterilizing  equipment  provided  2 

Other  improvements  16 

Dairies. 

Cleansed  or  limewashed  1 

Other  improvements  2 

Slaughterhouses. 

Refrigeration  provided  1 

Other  improvements  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Cleansed  and/or  limewashed  8 

Storage  receptacles  provided  1 

Other  improvements  26 

Total  Defects  Remedied  or  Improvements  Made  5,722 

In  connection  with  houses  5,105 

In  connection  with  other  premises  617 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

As  a result  of  action  taken  during  the  previous  year  negotiations 
were  completed  with  Stewart  and  Lloyds  for  permission  to  connect 
drains  into  their  private  sewer. 
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The  respective  owners  of  the  properties  at 

6 — 16,  Millfields  Road. 

Rolling  Mill  Inn,  Millfields  Road. 

2 — 12  and  1 — 3,  Union  Street 

were  then  able  to  proceed  with  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  into 
water  closets. 

9 water  closets  were  provided  and  9 pail  closets  were  abolished. 

Discussions  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  the  con- 
version of  four  pail  closets  at  1 — 7,  Bath  Street. 

It  will  be  noted  that  some  owners  are  beginning  to  carry  out 
conversions  of  waste  water  closets  into  fresh  water  closets  on  their 
own  initiative.  This  is  to  be  commended  as  waste  water  closets 
are  out  of  date.  Three  conversions  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Owners  also  provided  five  additional  water  closets  to  houses 
during  the  year  in  order  to  provide  separate  accommodation  for  each 
house.  This  too  is  a step  in  the  desired  direction  as  every  house 
should  have  at  least  one  water  closet  for  its  tenants  own  use. 

The  new  Moxley  sewer  is  nearing  completion.  When  this  is  in 
complete  operation  many  cesspools  will  be  abolished  by  reason  of  the 
connection  of  the  drains  to  the  new  sewer.  The  work  of  emptying 
cesspools,  particularly  at  two  large  works  keeps  a gully  emptying 
machine  engaged  4J  days  per  week. 

Drains  and  Water  Closets. 

During  the  year  1,016  choked  drains  and  water  closets  have 
been  cleansed  by  the  employees  of  the  Health  Department.  Of  these 
898  were  the  subject  of  complaints  to  the  Health  Department  by  the 
occupants  of  the  houses  concerned  and  1 18  were  found  by  the  men 
during  the  course  of  their  normal  duties. 

422  choked  drains  were  at  Council  houses  and  594  at  other 
private  houses. 

The  men  engaged  on  this  work  are  only  responsible  for  the 
cleansing  of  drains  or  water  closets  by  means  of  rodding,  and  if  the 
work  necessary  calls  for  more  than  this  notices  are  served  upon  the 
owner  or  agent  to  do  the  work. 

The  number  of  choked  drains  attended  to  is  nearly  double 
that  dealt  with  in  1947,  and  whilst  the  obvious  cause  is  negligence 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  prove  the  responsibility  in  any  case, 
otherwise  the  cost,  in  particular  at  Council  houses,  would  have  been 
charged  to  the  responsible  tenant. 
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Legally,  this  work  is  the  responsibility  of  the  owner  or  agent, 
or  in  cases  where  negligence  can  be  shown  to  be  that  of  the  tenant, 
the  responsibility  must  be  borne  by  him. 

The  service  of  notices  to  deal  with  these  matters  is  not 
satisfactory  and  the  Corporation  have  always  had  the  work  executed 
by  their  own  men  free  of  charge. 

Whilst  agreeing  with  this  policy  as  a much  more  efficient  method 
of  dealing  with  drains,  etc.,  I do,  however,  feel  that  consideration 
should  be  given  to  the  making  of  some  nominal  charge  in  each  case. 

Public  Conveniences. 

The  Corporation  have  given  consideration  to  the  provision  of 
additional  conveniences  in  the  town  and  every  possible  means  should 
be  taken  to  speed  up  the  siting  and  building  of  attended  conveniences 
for  males  and  females  particularly  near  the  town  centre. 

Our  employees  cleanse  certain  unattended  conveniences  and  the 
condition  of  some,  particularly  that  in  Vine  Street  at  the  rear  of  the 
market,  is  disgraceful.  This  is  particularly  so  following  market  days. 

Conveniences  adjoining  Licensed  Premises  are  well  maintained 
by  the  various  licencees,  but  many  could  well  be  modernised  and 
extended  with  good  results. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

The  number  of  carcases  and  organs  examined  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  intended  for  human  consumption  was  2,147.  These 
were  all  pigs  (self  supply). 

Close  liaison  between  the  Local  Food  Officer  and  the  Health 
Department  is  maintained  in  order  that  every  animal  slaughtered 
can  be  examined.  During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  altered 
their  arrangements  for  licensing  the  slaughter  of  pigs,  so  that  such 
could  only  be  normally  slaughtered  at  approved  slaughterhouses. 
Two  slaughterhouses  were  approved  in  Bilston,  i.e.  Downs’  and 
Udall’s,  and  this  has  permitted  an  even  greater  control  upon  the 
inspection  of  pigs  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 

Considerable  difficulty  still  exists  in  the  condemnation  of 
unsound  or  diseased  meat  from  pigs  slaughtered. 
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Legally,  Sanitary  Inspectors  can  only  condemn  or  sieze  diseased 
or  unsound  food  if  it  is  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 

This  means  that  all  the  pigs  slaughtered  under  the  self  supply 
scheme  do  not  come  within  the  terms  of  this  definition,  and  diseased 
meat,  no  matter  how  bad,  cannot  be  condemned  and  if  necessary 
siezed  to  prevent  its  being  eaten. 

On  numerous  occasions  this  difficulty  has  arisen,  particularly 
when  it  has  been  a question  of  the  total  condemnation  of  a carcase 
for  generalised  tuberculosis.  It  is  difficult  to  convince  * the  owner 
of  the  pig,  who  stands  to  lose  all  by  this  decision,  of  the  danger  of 
eating  such  diseased  meat. 

The  question  of  sale  should  not  enter  into  the  right  to  safeguard 
public  health  and  amendments  should  be  made  to  the  law  to  permit 
condemnation  to  be  made  in  such  cases. 

During  the  year  improvements  have  been  noted  in  the  delivery 
and  handling  of  meat  to  butchers’  shops.  Washable  head  coverings 
are  being  more  regularly  used  and  vans  have  been  noted  to  be  cleaner. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  delivery  vans  were  being  put  into 
service.  These  were  of  a better  design,  having  hanging  rails  for  meat 
and  proper  roof  ventilators. 

The  number  of  visits  and  inspections  to  slaughterhouses,  food 
shops,  food  preparing  premises,  market  stalls  selling  food  and  other 
food  premises  during  the  year  was  1,289. 

Details  of  food  examined,  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption and  surrendered  for  destruction  are  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  IV. 


Tinned  Food  

TONS  CWTS. 
8 

LBS. 

H 

Bottled  Food  

1 

lOlJ 

Eggs  

1 

18 

Cake  and  Biscuits 

66i 

Fish  

1 

86 

Bacon  

28 

Ham  

106f 

Frozen  Rabbits  

1 

68 

Preserved  Pigs’  Feet  

1 

0 

Fats  

3 

Cheese  

34 

Fruit  

13 

Sweets  

20J 

Pikelets 

21f 

Kippers 

3 

84 

Jellies 

6i 

Fresh  Meat 

1 4 

68J 

TOTAL 


57f 
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TABLE  IV.  (A) 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2147 

Number  Inspected 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2147 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis. Whole  carcases 
condemned  

_ 

_ 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 







81 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
•disease  other  than  tub- 
erculosis   

3.87 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

_ 







110 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5.17 
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TABLE  V. 

Diseases  or  conditions  causing  fresh  meat  or  organs  to  be 
condemned  as  unht  for  food  (lbs.) 
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TOTAL — 1 ton.  4 cwts.  68:|  lbs. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  4 licences  and  12  supplementary  licences  issued  in 
respect  of  graded  milk  and  in  operation  during  1948.  7 in  respect  of 

Tuberculin  Tested,  and  9 in  respect  of  Pasteurised  milk. 

In  addition  there  are  137  shops  selling  bottled  milk  and  14 
retailers  of  bottled  milk  in  the  Borough,  4 resident  in  Bilston  and 
10  from  other  areas. 

Inspections  have  revealed  a good  standard  in  all  premises. 

The  one  dairy  where  milk  is  heat  treated  and  bottled  has  been 
maintained  in  as  satisfactory  a condition  as  is  possible.  The 
proprietor’s  business  is  expanding  rapidly  and  his  present  premises 
are  inadequate  for  the  business  he  operates. 

Plans  were  submitted  for  a new  dairy  on  a new  site,  but 
objections  were  made  by  the  County  Planning  Officer,  and  sustained 
by  the  Ministry  of  Town  and  Country  Planning,  that  the  site  was 
unsuitable. 

The  proprietor  is  now  contemplating  extensions  at  the  existing 
premises  by  taking  in  adjoining  properties.  This  is  not  going  to  be 
as  satisfactory  as  a new  dairy  as  he  is  restricted  and  limited  by  the 
nearness  of  other  properties  on  all  sides. 


Ice-Cream. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  the 
supervision  and  control  of  ice-cream  supplies  during  the  year. 

There  are  18  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  in 
the  Borough,  13  of  these  are  premises  only  retailing  ice-cream 
obtained  from  producers,  4 premises  retail  ice-cream  produced  thereon 
by  the  cold  mix  method  and  1 premise  is  a large  manufacturing 
establishment  producing  ice-cream  by  the  heat  treatment  method 
and  supplying  many  retailers  within  and  without  the  Borough. 

On  very  few  occasions  has  it  been  necessary  to  draw  a prop- 
rietor’s attention  to  unsatisfactory  conditions  within  the  premises, 
and  these  were  in  the  main  the  need  for  greater  care  in  the  sterilisation 
of  servers  or  other  utensils  used  in  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

The  main  manufacturer  managed  with  great  difficulty  to 
procure  his  essential  equipment  in  order  to  transfer  his  business  to 
the  new  factory  he  has  built. 
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Certain  difficulties  arose  through  unsatisfactory  samples,  but 
with  careful  supervision  a consistent  series  of  Grade  1 samples  have 
been  obtained  since. 


A summary  of  results  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  is  as 
follows  : — 


Grade 


1 

2 

3 

4 


21 

8 

16 

18 


63 


6 of  the  Grade  4 samples,  and  3 Grade  3 samples  were  taken 
from  the  manufacturer  during  the  process  of  supervision  by  the 
department  of  methods  of  production  in  the  new  factory. 


Other  Food  Premises. 

Regular  routine  visits  are  made  to  all  types  of  Food  Shops  and 
premises.  The  market  is  visited  when  open  and  all  food  stalls  are 
kept  under  observation. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  193  visits  have  been  made  to  cases  of  infectious 
disease. 

This  is  a considerable  increase  upon  the  previous  year  despite 
the  presence  of  Smallpox  at  that  time. 


Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  was 
159  and  98  re-inspections  were  made  in  these  cases. 

During  the  year  a new  steam  disinfestor  was  installed  at  the 
Cleansing  Depot  and  any  bedding  can  now  be  treated  if  necessary  in 
that  apparatus. 

During  the  year  73  houses  were  disinfested  and  118  re- 
inspections made  of  these  houses. 

Treatment  in  each  case  was  by  Cimex  blocks,  sprays  or  fumigant 
smoke. 
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In  April,  1947,  the  new  vans  for  disinfestation  of  furniture  were 
put  into  service.  Since  that  time  every  family  rehoused  has  had 
their  furniture  and  effects  treated  by  HCN  gas  using  Cyanosorb. 
The  bedding  has  been  treated  through  the  steam  disinfector. 

350  tenants  were  removed  since  our  vans  commenced  in  March, 
and  the  furniture  treated  by  HCN  and  the  bedding  by  the  steam 
process  in  the  disinfector. 

Shops  Act. 

In  addition  to  the  230  visits  to  food  shops,  36  visits  have  been 
made  to  other  shops  in  connection  with  the  Shops  Act. 

Factory  Act  1937. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  inspections  made  in 
accordance  with  the  above  act. 


TABLE  VI. 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

18 

22 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

165 

72 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
outworkers'  premises) 

TOTAL 

173 

94 

2 

— 
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TABLE  VII. 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

WP':'( 

i found 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

6 

1 

9 

9 

— 

1 

Particulars 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  outwork) 


TOTAL 


42 


Sections  110  and  111 


0)  ^ 


<D 

^ o 

O 

6 P o 6 

•S'^  % ^ 


feS 


C 3 
o 


be  ^ 

*+H  I ^ pi  rC  r-H 

ce  5 ^ O C 
<1^  vS  +^  3 


O 


3-^ 

M !:>C  Sh  ^ C' 

^ 5 ^ ^ 

3 .5  00 

o 


43 


TABLE  VIII. — continued. 
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Canal  Boats. 

Three  specific  visits  have  been  made  to  the  canal  for  the  purpose 
of  boat  inspections,  and  many  casual  visits  have  been  made  whilst 
passing  on  other  duties,  but  no  registered  boats  have  been  seen. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Only  one  common  lodging  house  now  remains,  and  whilst  it  is 
old,  it  is  well  maintained  and  the  keeper  observes  all  the  requirements 
of  the  Act. 

The  inhabitants  are  mainly  permanent  lodgers. 

Caravans  and  Moveable  Dwellings. 

705  visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  secure  and 
supervise  the  removal  of  caravans  from  unauthorised  sites  in  the 
Borough. 

The  number  of  visits  made  this  year  is  five  times  as  many  as 
during  the  previous  year  and  it  will  be  appreciated  to  some  slight 
degree  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  this  work  when  it  is  known  that 
more  often  than  not  a visit  constitutes  a morning’s  work  in  supervising 
removal  of  vans. 

The  Corporation  gave  consideration  during  the  year  to  suggest- 
ions for  the  provision  of  a compound  for  accommodating  such  people 
and  their  vans.  The  compound  would  include  water  supply,  washing 
accommodation,  sanitary  accommodation  and  refuse  accommodation. 

Realising  this  was  a National  problem  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  Association  of  Municipal  Corporations  for  their  observations. 

Cinemas  and  Theatres. 

Inspections  have  been  made  at  the  four  cinemas  and  one  theatre 
during  the  year. 

All  premises  were  satisfactorily  maintained.  Minor  defects 
existed  in  the  sanitary  conveniences  due  as  usual  to  misuse  by  patrons. 

It  is  astonishing  how  low  the  mentality  of  some  people  is,  when 
you  see  from  time  to  time  the  wilful  damage  in  conveniences  in 
cinemas. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  nurhber  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  187 
and  the  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  in  connection 
therewith  was  7,561. 
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In  addition  the  rodent  operatives  carried  out  two  maintenance 
treatments  of  sewers  during  the  year.  The  first  in  February-March 
and  the  second  in  August-September. 


The  results  of  the  treatments  are  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  IX.  . 

Number  of  manholes  baited  

Number  of  manholes  showing  pre-bait  take 
Number  of  manholes  showing  complete  take 

Actual  bodies  seen  

Estimated  kill  


1st. 

2nd. 

547 

547 

60 

250 

— 

9 

54 

34 

349 

465 

During  December  an  excellent  exhibition  was  arranged  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  in  the  Committee  Room  of  the 
Town  Hall. 

Exhibits  of  all  kinds  were  on  view  in  an  excellently  staged 
exhibition  and  continuous  film  shows  were  in  operation,  showing 
methods  of  rodent  control. 

Unfortunately  the  weather  was  unduly  inclement  and  attend- 
ance on  the  three  days  was  very  poor,  despite  good  local  publicity. 


Atmospheric  Pollution. 

All  standard  forms  of  measurement  as  detailed  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1946  are  still  in  operation. 

It  is  interesting  to. report  that  many  adjoining  Authorities  have 
commenced  these  recordings  or  are  contemplating  so  doing  in  the 
near  future. 

It  has  indeed  been  a pleasure  to  show  representatives  of  these 
Authorities,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research,  the  methods  used  in  Bilston  and  on  occasions 
to  help  and  advise  them  in  the  use  of  instruments  in  their  own  areas. 

As  a result  of  the  paper  I gave  to  the  Conference  at  Blackpool 
I have  received  many  enquiries  on  the  same  subject.  In  some  cases 
I have  entertained  representatives  from  other  areas  from  as  far  afield 
as  Luton  and  have,  I hope,  in  some  small  measure  been  of  assistance 
to  them  in  setting  up  instruments  to  record  pollution. 
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Pollution  as  a v/hole  in  Bilston  is  showing  a tendency  to  decrease. 
As  I stated  in  my  report  of  the  previous  year,  whether  this  is  a result 
of  the  continuous  efforts  made  or  whether  it  is  the  general  fuel 
shortage,  I am  not  prepared  to  state.  Maybe  it  is  a mixture  of  both. 

Disappointment  can  again  be  expressed  at  the  reluctance  of 
tenants  of  Council  houses  to  use  coke  instead  of  coal  in  their  firegrates. 
Insufficient  advice  is  given  to  the  ingoing  tenant  as  to  the  proper  use 
of  the  appliance. 

The  use  of  Petri  dishes  for  assessing  the  extent  of  heavy  deposits 
from  offending  works  has  again  proved  very  useful.  The  presentation 
of  amounts  deposited  or  in  some  cases  the  presentation  of  the  actual 
dish  containing  the  deposit  has  done  a great  deal  to  satisfy  offenders 
of  their  faults. 

As  a result  of  such  surveys  one  large  factory  manufacturing 
Frit  for  enamelling  purposes  installed  extensive  plant  for  extracting 
dust  from  the  exhaust  gases  from  the  furnaces  before  discharge  to 
atmosphere. 

In  another  case  action  was  taken  by  the  proprietor  of  a plant 
for  manufacturing  fertilizer  from  lime,  to  install  new  plant  to  prevent 
lime  dust  from  being  emitted  to  the  atmosphere.  At  the  same  time 
an  undertaking  was  given  to  remove  as  quickly  as  possible  a huge 
stock  pile  of  lime  awaiting  treatment,  away  from  houses  in  the 
vicinity. 

It  is  interesting  to  report  that  smoke  stains  (which  are  in  fact 
samples  of  smoke  taken  from  the  air)  as  obtained  from  the  volumetric 
recorder,  are  submitted  to  Professor  E.  L.  Kennaway  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pathology,  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  London,  to  assist 
in  his  research  upon  Cancer.  The  smoke  stains  are  examined  for 
arsenic  and  benypyrene  with  the  object  of  finding  any  correlation 
between  these  and  the  incidence  of  cancer  of  the  lungs  in  Bilston. 

Pigstyes. 

During  the  year  considerable  attention  has  been  given  to 
pigstyes  and  pigkeeping,  especially  on  Council  house  estates.  In  view 
of  the  need  for  encouraging  householders  to  keep  pigs  to  assist  in 
providing  as  much  meat  as  possible  due  to  existing  shortgages,  the 
applications  have  increased  for  permission  to  erect  pigstyes,  partic- 
ularly on  Council  house  estates. 

Whilst  the  Defence  Regulations  repeal  byelaws,  the  only 
condition  being,  as  to  whether  a nuisance  to  public  health  is  caused, 
in  the  majority  of  Council  houses  in  an  urban  area  such  as  this,  the 
gardens  are  in  the  main  too  small  to  permit  a pigstye  being  erected 
that  will  not  cause  nuisance  from  smell  and  flies,  and  indeed  to  public 
health. 
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At  the  outset  the  repeal  of  byelaws  was  accepted  literally  and 
people  were  permitted  to  erect  styes  and  have  drainage  to  containers 
in  sumps  which  could  be  emptied  and  cleansed  regularly. 

Experience  has  shown  that  this  policy  has  not  worked  out 
satisfactorily  in  practice. 

During  summer  time  complaints  are  regularly  received  from 
tenants  of  adjoining  houses,  possibly  those  who  have  no  share  in  the 
piggery,  regarding  smell  and  flies.  These  complaints  have  been 
justified. 

The  Committee  discussed  this  matter  in  great  detail  in 
September  and  considered  a report  of  the  number  of  pigstyes  known 
to  be  on  Council  Estates.  Some  concern  was  expressed  at  the 
number  of  pigstyes  and  the  resolution  made  in  June  1946  not  to  allow 
further  pigstyes  was  not  rescinded. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  a thickly  populated  area  such  as 
Bilston  where  gardens  are  relatively  small  in  area  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  allow  pigkeeping  without  committing  a nuisance  to  public 
health.  Whilst  one  can  appreciate  the  urge  of  householders  to  keep 
pigs  and  so  ensure  their  bacon  supplies,  to  do  so  without  regard  to 
public  health  is  not  permissible.  The  majority  opinion  is  that  Council 
house  gardens  are  not  large  enough  for  the  purpose  of  pigkeeping,  and 
as  one  member  stated  ‘ pigs  are  all  right  so  long  as  they  are  not  in 
your  neighbour’s  garden.’ 

Mortuary. 

During  the  year  a report  was  called  for  upon  the  efficiency  and 
condition  of  the  mortuary. 

A detailed  inspection  was  made  of  the  mortuary  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  myself  and  our  report  giving  defects  and 
inadequacies  was  considered. 

The  mortuary  is  old  and  not  modernly  equipped  with  viewing 
room,  refrigeration  room,  sanitary  accommodation,  waiting  room, 
attendants  room,  etc. 

It  was  realised  that  whilst  there  were  inadequacies,  the  present 
mortuary  compared  favourably  with  those  of  other  Authorities  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  as  a mortuary  it  was  sufficient  to  deal  with  the 
number  of  cases  dealt  with  at  present  in  Bilston.  The  inadequacies 
were  mainly  the  lack  of  additional  rooms  for  special  purposes  and  the 
existing  site  would  not  permit  of  extensions. 
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Alternative  sites  were  suggested  but  the  general  opinion  was 
that  a new  mortuary  would  be  better  run  by  a joint  Authority. 

Minor  defects  in  lighting  and  drainage  were  attended  to  and  the 
mortuary  carries  on  as  before. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection. 

All  details  in  this  section  cover  the  period  of  the  financial 
year  1st  April,  1948  to  31st  March,  1949. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  work  has  continued 
satisfactorily  on  a weekly  collection  despite  numerous  upsets  and 
difficulties. 

The  new  collection  rounds,  commenced  the  previous  year  has 
proved  efficient  and  were  designed  to  be  sufficiently  elastic  in  operation 
as  to  allow  the  addition  of  the  new  houses  completed  during  the 
year.  One  great  difference  exists  on  new  estates  as  compared  with 
old  houses.  The  time  involved  in  fetching  the  ashbin  from  the  rear 
of  new  Council  houses,  emptying  and  returning  same  is  far  greater 
than  with  old  houses,  due  to  the  greater  length  of  carry  at  each  house. 
This  means  that  less  and  less  bins  are  being  emptied  per  day  per  gang 
as  compared  with  1935  standards  when  there  were  a majority  of 
houses  grouped  in  courts  and  common  yards. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  five  gangs  of  men  are  needed  to 
adequately  deal  with  the  collection  of  refuse  at  a weekly  frequency 
of  removal. 

In  addition,  in  September  a modified  five  day  week  was  put 
into  operation  and  this  meant  some  careful  reorganisation  in  the 
rounds  to  achieve  a weekly  collection  in  five  days  or  less  if  possible. 

1 could  not  agree  to  a complete  five  day  week  as  there  are  many 
important  jobs  to  be  done  on  Saturday  mornings  which  cannot  be 
done  at  any  other  time,  e.g.  vehicle  maintenance  and  servicing. 

It  was  decided  by  agreement  with  the  men  to  allow  two-thirds 
of  the  men  to  have  Saturday  morning  off  in  turn  so  that  one- third 
were  on  duty  for  urgent  work  and  servicing  of  vehicles,  etc. 

I am  concerned,  however,  that  the  vehicles  no  longer  receive  a 
regular  weekly  servicing  and  the  frequency  has  dropped  to  once  in 
three  or  four  weeks. 

This  may  ultimately  show  itself  in  increased  repair  costs  on 
vehicles  at  some  time  in  the  future. 
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TABLE  X. 


• Details  of  Refuse  Collection. 

HOUSE  REFUSE— DRY 


Receptacles 

Loads 

Estimated 

Empties 

Removed 

Tonnage 

Motors 

379,105 

5,129 

9,221 

Carts 

35,014 

1,254 

1,003 

414,119 

6,383 

10,224 

HOUSE  REFUSE— WET 


Carts 

3,125 

283 

206 

TOTALS  

417,244 

6,666 

10,430 

MISCELLANEOUS  REFUSE  REMOVED 


Covi 
for  ' 

ering 

Tips 

Trade 

Refuse 

Ce 

po 

ss- 

ols 

Wc 

Pa 

Lste 

per 

Kitchen 

Waste 

Mi 

ReJ 

'SC. 

fuse 

Tc 

ttal 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Lds. 

Tns. 

Motors  

176 

346 

57 

65 

2086 

6260 

1244 

158 

217 

263 

19 

17 

4199 

7109 

Carts 

101 

75 

4 

3 

44 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

7 

158 

121 

TOTALS 

277 

421 

61 

68 

2130 

6296 

1244 

158 

217 

263 

28 

24 

4357 

7231 

STREET  CLEANSING 
Street  Gullies 


Cleansed 

Loads 

Tons 

Mechanical  

10,450 

435 

985 

Street  Sweeping 


Water  Used 

Mileage 

Loads 

Tonnage 

(Galls.) 

Mechanical 

3,608 

(Actual) 

516 

389 

36,425 

Manual — Cart 

2,543 

(Estimated) 

777 

586 

Street  Orderlies 

4,807 

(Estimated) 

6,062 

602 

TOTALS  

10,958 

7,355 

1,577 

36,425 
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street  Cleansing. 

Many  difficulties  have  been  encountered  during  the  year  in  the 
work  of  street  sweeping.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  engage  younger 
men  in  the  work,  without  success.  It  is  the  opinion  that  to  sweep 
streets  is  degrading  and  only  suitable  for  old  men  incapable  of  other 
work.  We  have  only  seven  street  orderlies  with  ages  ranging  from 
65  to  73  years  and  whilst  these  men  do  their  best  they  cannot 
obviously  maintain  the  high  standard  required  in  street  sweeping. 

During  winter  months  their  attendance  for  duty  is  irregular 
and  systematic  sweeping  of  roads  becomes  impossible. 

The  existing  method  of  disposal  of  sweepings  which  has  been 
» in  operation  since  street  sweeping  began  many  years  ago  has  been 
re-considered,  as  such  a system  of  disposing  of  sweepings  on  any 
available  piece  of  ground  is  unsatisfactory  and  gives  rise  to  complaints 
from  time  to  time. 

The  possibility  of  arranging  pre-determined  sites  throughout 
the  Borough  where  structures  could  be  built  to  house  bins  and  the 
orderly  truck  so  that  sweepings  could  be  stored  and  collected  daily 
by  transport  has  been  suggested  as  a more  hygienic  method  of 
disposal.  If  the  orderly  truck  could  also  be  accommodated  too, 
considerable  time  would  be  saved  in  that  the  orderlies  could  be 
conveyed  to  their  districts  each  morning  and  returned  to  the  depot 
each  night.  This  would  avoid  them  ceasing  work  early  afternoon 
in  order  to  reach  the  depot  before  closing  time  and  ensure  that  they 
were  able  to  commence  sweeping  each  morning  much  sooner,  by 
reason  of  them  not  having  to  push  their  trucks  to  their  working 
position. 

I feel  that  if  some  form  of  mechanical  channel  sweeper  collector 
could  be  introduced  to  supersede  manual  sweeping,  a more  efficient 
system  could  be  operated  and  younger  men  would  be  encouraged  to 
do  this  work. 

Exhaustive  enquiries  have  failed  to  disclose  any  such  machine. 
Indeed  manufacturers  I have  spoken  to  have  not  accepted  the  idea. 
The  suggestion  that  large  sweeper-collector  is  the  solution  is  impractic- 
able, due  to  the  expenditure  involved  in  purchasing  additional 
machines. 

The  mechanical  sweeper-collector  has  proved  successful  in 
operation,  but  due  to  the  abnormal  and  irregular  cambers  on  some 
main  roads,  due  to  yearly  tarring  and  gritting  building  up  the 
haunches  of  the  road  by  the  kerb,  the  machine  is  unable  to  remove 
the  sweepings  properly  without  excessive  pressure  being  applied  to- 
rotary  brushes.  Damage  has  been  caused  to  the  rotary  sweeping 
mechanism  by  these  irregularities  and  the  machine  had  to  discontinue 
sweeping  these  roads. 
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Certain  mechanical  weaknesses  in  the  design  of  the  vehicle  have 
become  evident  since  the  machine  has  been  in  service.  These  were 
not  apparent  during  the  demonstration  before  the  Sub-Committee 
prior  to  the  purchase  of  the  machine.  Engineers  from  the  manu- 
facturers have  made  inspections  from  time  to  time  as  a result  of 
complaints  made  by  me,  and  I have  been  informed  that  some  of  these 
defects  have  been  noted  in  other  machines  and  mofifications  have 
been  made  in  later  models.  Severe  criticisms  have  been  levelled  at 
some  road  surfaces  in  Bilston  and  their  opinion  is  that  many  of  the 
defects  found  on  our  machine  are  due  to  sweeping  these  roads,  by 
placing  abnormal  pressure  on  the  rotary  brushes  in  order  to  endeavour 
to  clean  channels. 

The  Council  decided  during  the  year  to  the  installation  of  litter 
receptacles  throughout  the  Borough  by  a firm  of  advertising  agents. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  completing  the  necessary 
agreements  in  order  that  the  receptacles  can  be  fixed  on  poles  and 
standards  throughout  the  Borough. 

Gully  Cleansing. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  new  gully  cleansing  machine  in  October 
a system  of  continuous  cleansing  was  put  into  operation  immediately. 

Since  that  time  all  gullies  are  cleansed  at  a frequency  of  4 to 
5 week  intervals. 

As  a result  of  enquiries  from  48  Authorities  throughout  the 
country  it  was  found  that  only  4 had  a better  frequency  than  this. 

The  old  gully  cleansing  vehicle  has  again  remained  fully 
occupied  in  cesspool  emptying  from  houses  and  works  not  yet 
connected  to  a sewer.  Some  houses  in  Great  Bridge  Road  were 
connected  during  the  year,  but  two  large  works,  i.e.,  Thompson 
Brothers  and  Wednesbury  Tube  Co.  are  still  served  by  cesspools  and 
these  alone  require  the  services  of  the  gully  emptier  three  days  per 
week  to  keep  the  cesspools  clear. 

As  cesspools  were  abolished  the  machine  has  been  made 
available  to  the  Surveyor  as  requested  by  him  for  sewer  flushing  and 
assisting  with  releasing  sewer  stoppages. 

Details  of  work  done  under  street  cleansing  are  given  in 
Table  X with  refuse  removal. 
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Salvage. 

This  Authority  still  remains  under  a direction  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  collect  Paper,  Rags,  Bones  and  Kitchen  Waste. 

Whilst  the  recovery  of  all  materials  show  slight  increases  on 
the  previous  year  with  the  exception  of  Bones,  the  only  two  really 
worth  while  materials  to  be  collected  are  Paper  and  Kitchen  Waste. 

Participation  in  organised  competitions  by  the  Waste  Paper 
Recovery  Association  did  result  in  slight  increases  in  amounts 
collected,  but  on  the  whole  the  response  of  householders  remains  very 
poor.  The  majority  of  the  paper  collected  comes  from  business 
premises  and  the  recovery  from  householders  by  refuse  collectors  in 
the  trailers  attached  to  refuse  vehicles  is  extremely  small. 

The  system  of  sacks  issued  to  householders  has  not  proved  a 
great  success.  Many  householders  do  co-operate,  but  the  great 
majority  do  not. 

The  scheme  for  issuing  small  containers  to  houses  for  storage 
of  Kitchen  Waste  has  not  been  as  successful  as  at  hrst  anticipated. 
A further  500  were  purchased  and  as  far  as  possible  issued.  One 
pleasing  feature  was  that  on  new  Council  Estates  where  such 
containers  are  issued  at  the  same  time  as  the  ashbin,  the  response 
was  extremely  good.  Weights  checked  over  four  weeks  showed  a 
regular  increase  from  11  cwts.  3 qrs.  the  first  week  to  14  cwts.  3 qrs. 
on  the  fourth  week. 

The  sorting  of  bottles  and  jars  from  the  tip  is  an  expensive 
method  of  recovery  and  towards  the  year  end  difficulties  were 
experienced  in  disposing  of  such  material. 

Few,  if  any,  were  saved  by  householders. 

Similar  conditions  apply  to  textiles.  The  Rag  and  Bone  dealer 
gets  the  best  quality  rag  from  householders  and  we  receive  the  useless 
or  rags  of  little  value  which  are  difficult  to  dispose  of. 

% 

Bones  were  always  a difficult  material  to  collect  and  store. 
Even  during  the  most  intensive  efforts  by  the  use  of  special  tins  and 
receptacles  the  results  were  never  worth  the  effort  and  expense 
involved. 

Details  of  materials  recovered  and  sold  during  the  year  and  for 
the  previous  year,  as  per  the  Monthly  Salvage  return  submitted  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  are  as  follows  : — 
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TABLE  XL 


1948-49 


1947-48 


M.\TERTALS 

Weight 

Value 

Total 

Wei 

ght 

Value 

Total 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

£ 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

£ 

Paper  

155 

- — 

990 

129 

_ 

849 

Board  of  Trade  Increased 

Collection  Allowance 

January  to  June 

25 

- 

July  to  December 

25 

25 

1040 

874 

Kitchen  Waste  

263 

_ 

394 

255 

382 

Board  of  Trade  Collection 

Allowance  ; 

April  to  September 

101 

65 

October  1948  to  March 

129 

109 

1949 

624 

556 

Metals 

10 

- 

33 

8 

18 

Bottles,  Jars  and  Gullet 

34 

- 

277 

20 

131 

Textiles  

5 

- 

26 

- 

- 

- 

Bones  

- 

3 

1 

- 

12 

3 

£2001 

£1582 

The  question  of  profits  made  on  salvage  is  always  a subject 
which  leads  to  heated  discussion.  No  profits  are  claimed  in  this  work 
in  Bilston  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  those  that  do  claim  such 
either  have  remarkably  good  co-operation  from  householders  and 
their  workpeople,  or  their  costing  systems  are  such  as  to  allow  certain 
charges  to  be  borne  by  refuse  collection  services.  It  is  argued,  and  to 
a point  rightly  so,  that  salvage  would  have  to  be  collected  as  refuse  if 
it  were  not  salvage  and,  therefore,  costing  systems  should  allow  some 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  salvage  collections  to  be  borne  by  the  refuse 
collection  service. 


That  is  not  done  in  Bilston  and  in  consequence  no  actual  profit 
is  made.  The  principle  has  always  been  to  collect  as  much  salvage 
as  possible,  as  economically  as  possible,  with  the  knowledge  that  it 
was  vitally  essential  to  do  so  and  provided  a valuable  asset  to  our 
country  in  times  of  urgent  need. 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

Disposal  continued  by  the  controlled  tipping  method. 


Controlled  tipping  is  a cheap  and  efficient  method  of  disposing 
of  refuse,  but  only  if  there  is  a sufficient  and  suitable  supply  of 
covering  for  the  sides  and  top  surfaces  of  the  tip. 


I drew  attention  in  my  last  Annual  Report  that  such  covering 
is  not  readily  available  in  Bilston  and  considerable  expenditure  is 
involved  in  carting  old  tip  material  to  new  tips  to  serve  as  covering. 


During  the  summer  when  the  ash  content  in  house  refuse  is 
low  the  disposal  of  refuse  on  tips  is  a serious  problem. 


The  tip  off  Great  Bridge  Road,  Moxley,  continues  to  be  the 
main  tip  for  refuse,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  a further  7,941  loads  have 
been  tipped.  The  tip  should  be  completed  during  the  coming  year 
as  the  final  layer  only  remains  to  be  done.  The  pla3dng  field  will  be 
considerably  extended  as  a result  of  this  tipping. 


Unfortunately  this  tip  is  situated  relatively  near  to  houses  on 
a Council  estate  and  great  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  preventing 
interference  from  children  and  even  adults  from  the  houses. 


An  invasion  takes  place  every  evening  by  these  people  and  the 
watchman  engaged  is  incapable  of  dealing  with  the  number  on  the  tip 
sorting  over  refuse,  destroying  the  seal  of  covering,  removing 
materials,  etc. 


Complaints  have  been  investigated  of  nuisance  from  flies  from 
the  tip,  but  on  inspection  it  has  invariably  been  found  that  wood, 
usually  from  fish  boxes,  presumably  from  the  tip,  are  stored  in  the 
yard  and  is  in  fact  the  source  of  the  infestation. 


The  question  of  the  provision  of  a modern  incincerator  should 
again  be  considered  further,  as  the  position  of  refuse  disposal  on  a 
scientific  and  hygienic  basis  is  a matter  of  urgency. 


Details  of  Refuse  Disposed  of  at  the  various  tips,  etc.  are  as 
follows  : — 
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TABLE  XIL 


MOXLEY  TIP  (Estimated  Weights) 


Cleansing 

Department 

Trades 
and  d 

people 

'thers 

Total 

Loads 

Tons 

Loads 

Tons 

Loads 

Tons 

Dry  Refuse 

5,615 

9,636 





5,615 

9,636 

Trade  Refuse  

58 

66 

378 

216 

436 

282 

Miscellaneous  

— 

— 

652 

648 

652 

648 

Coverings  and 

Sweepings  

1,074 

1,398 

1,074 

1,398 

Gully  Sludge  

. 281 

689 

— 

— 

281 

689 

TOTALS  

7,028 

11,789 

1,030 

864 

8,058 

12,653 

LUNT  TIP 


Dry  Refuse 

670 

‘ 501 

670 

501 

Trade  Refuse  

3 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Coverings  and 
Sweepings  

421 

312 

_ 

_ 

421 

312 

Miscellaneous  

28 

24 

— 

— 

28 

24 

TOTALS  

1,122 

839 

— 

— 

1,122 

839 

DUDLEY  STREET  TIP 


Sw'eepings 

4,782 

613 

4,782 

613 

Dry  Refuse 

98 

87 

— 

— 

98 

87 

Miscellaneous  

— 

— 

2,165 

3,248 

2,165 

3,248 

TOTALS  

4,880 

700 

2,165 

3,248 

7,045 

3,948 

SEWAGE  WORKS— 

SEWER  INLET 

Cesspools 

2,130 

6,296 

_ 

2,130 

6,296 

Gully  Sludge  

144 

296 

— 

— 

144 

296 

Nightsoil  and 

Wet  Refuse 

283 

206 

— 

— 

283 

206 

TOTALS  

Grand  Total 

2,557 

6,798 

— 

— 

2,557 

6,798 

15,597 

20,126 

3,195 

4,112 

18,792 

24,238 

Refuse  Disposed 
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Cleansing  Depot. 

The  work  of  modernising  the  depot  has  proceeded  slowly  during 
the  year. 

New  stables  have  been  completed  and  the  Disinfector  House 
has  been  built  and  equipped  with  steam  boiler  and  disinfector. 

With  the  completion  of  these  our  horses  were  able  to  be  brought 
back  from  the  temporary  accommodation  at  Market  Yard  Depot 
and  the  disinfestation  of  bedding  during  removals  of  tenants  into 
new  houses  was  more  expeditiously  undertaken  at  our  own  depot. 

The  stables  have  provided  excellent  accommodation  for  the 
horses  and  I feel  this  to  be  very  necessary,  as  they  do  not  at  any  time 
during  their  working  life  enjoy  the  experience  of  being  put  out  to 
roam  and  graze  in  a field. 

The  work  of  providing  proper  sanitary  accommodation  for  males 
and  females  was  approaching  completion  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
This  section  was  urgently  needed. 

The  provision  of  messroom  accommodation  was  put  in  hand  by 
the  year  end  and  equipment  had  been  ordered  in  the  form  of  chairs, 
tables  and  lockers  for  workpeople's  clothing. 

The  only  sections  now  remaining  to  be  done  at  the  depot  are 
the  building  of  trailer  sheds,  stores,  alterations  to  the  paper  baling 
shed  and  offices. 

Maintenance  Depot. 

The  operation  of  the  repair  and  maintenance  depot  has  been 
extremely  satisfactory.  All  vehicles  from  all  departments  have  been 
repaired  at  the  depot  by  the  Engineer  and  Assistant. 

It  has  been  possible  to  keep  the  Corporation  transport  working 
with  the  absolute  minimum  of  delay.  Urgent  repairs  and  overhauls 
can  be  put  in  hand  without  any  delay. 

In  addition  to  vehicle  repairs  the  facilities  of  the  workshop  have 
been  available  to  all  departments.  Water,  Building,  Sewage,  Parks, 
etc.,  for  the  execution  of  special  works  in  making  fittings  on  the  lathe, 
etc.,  welding  and  other  jobs  too  numerous  to  mention. 

All  this,  much  of  which  was  precision  work,  has  been  executed 
by  the  Engineer  who  is  highly  skilled  and  capable  of  turning  his  hand 
to  any  kind  of  job. 

This  too  has  been  an  invaluable  asset  to  all  departments,  as 
again  jobs  have  received  speedy  attention  and  have  prevented  many 
serious  delays  in  completing  urgent  work  by  all  departments. 
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